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~ Resort, Vermont

Voted the best family resort by

teen club and a nightly bonfire wuh hot chocolate

. .Iustover 3 fcacr-hm;:r drive from Tampa, Amelia Island is a small On Christmas Eve, Santa skis down the mountainside in a

beautiful island that offers a family getaway closetohome. tprch[ight parade before collecting last-minute wish lists and ‘
Located north of Jacksonville, the island features thequaint ~ enjoying cookies and hot chocolate with the kids. Afterward, :
Victorian village of Fernandina Beach and the old-Florida natu- families can take part in a non-denominational candle-lit service R
ral beauty of Spanlsﬁ moss-draped live oaks, salt marshes and ororder a traditional roast turkey dinner with all the trimmings ‘
pristine beaches sprinkled with shells and sharks'teeth. Family at the resort’s Mountain Grill Restaurant.

activities include taking a cruise along Egan creek to the Amelia Christmas week prices start at $155 per adult and $139 per

Island lighthouse, stopping at Cumberland Island to watch wild youth (ages 3-17) per night for five nights. Package includes

horses roam the beach and riding bikes. Take in the beauty of
the island by horseback at Kelly Seahorse Ranch or spot egrets,
dolphins and manatees on a kayaking trip.

The Ritz Carlton and Plantation Island Resort are both family-
friendly hotels with kids' clubs and plenty of holiday-themed
activities starting around Thanksgiving. On November 26th, The
Ritz celebrates with their annual lighting of the Christmas tree

= [O— Mmfmlmimdavisrtﬁom Santa followed by a

indeer. Plantation Isla

lift tickets, daily ski lessons, and many other amenities. www.
smuggs.com/pages/winter/packages.php.1-800-419-4615,

Santa and horse-drawn carriage ndes.

Ritz Carlton, Amelia Island. www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Proper-
ties/Amelialsland. For event reservations and information, call
904-277-1028.

Amelia Island Plantation Resort. www.aipﬁ.com Forevent
information, contact 8



the Adventure Ocean kids club, k :
pics with Santa and decorate Chrlstmas cookies.

Beaches Resort and Spa, Turks
and Caicos and Jamaica

These super all-inclusive resorts cater to families and are
particularly great for young children. Unlike most resorts, Camp
Sesame takes babies and toddlers and requires CPR-training
for all of their nannies. Preschoolers love baking cookies with
Cookie Monster, dancing with Zoe and enjoying story-time
with Elmo. Older members of the family will appreciate the fan-
tastic snorkeling and scuba diving (included in the price), huge
pools and plentiful restaurants. Evening programs include live
Sesame Street stage shows, dive-in movies and parades.

For the holidays, Beaches plans a special“12 Days of Christ-
mas,"featuring Christmas crafts, beach parties emphasizing
the island's culture (in Jamaica, Santa arrives on a donkey),
caroling and tree-lighting ceremonies. vaw.Beaches.com.

the unveiling of 200,000 twmkling jewels bedecking Cinder-
ella’s castle and the first of 18 nights the Magic Kingdom hosts
“Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas Party” (tickets extra). The festivi-
ties feature a spectacular fireworks show orchestrated to classic
holiday songs and a parade of twirling snowflakes, marching
wooden soldiers and dancing gingerbread men.

Epwt presents a“Holidays around the World" show as well as
1t Processional, which includes a celebrity narrati
- the Christmas story interspersed with music froma llve choiran

50-piece orchestra. At Hollywood Studi




